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Introduction goes back more than 530 years ago



BRIEF HISTORY IN THE 
GENUS Urochloa

PAST

1972 - 1984
Less than “70 accessions” were available

1985 - 1987
A large collecting 
effort was made by 
CIAT in collaboration 
with international and 
national institutions 
of six East African 
countries



PRESENT

 From CIAT headquarters: Interspecific Urochloa – U. humidicola – Megathyrsus
maximus were sent for agronomic evaluation to Grupo Papalotla.

 A total amount of 400 hybrids were evaluated 

 Mexico, Brazil, Thailand and Bolivia

Urochloa and Megathyrsus



PRESENT

In te rs p e c if ic  - U roc h loa
(d e c u m b e n s /b r iza n t h a /ru z iz ie n s is )

U roc h loa h u m id ic ola M e g a t h y rs u s  m a x im u s
(s y n . P a n ic u m  m a x im u m )

C h a ra c te r is t ic s : R u s t ic it y , 
t o le ra n t  t o  lo w  fe rt ilit y  a n d  
a c id  s o ils , w a t e r lo g g in g . 

Ta rg e t  Tra it s : t o le ra n c e  t o  
b io t ic  p e s t s , a b iot ic  s t re s s , 
fo ra g e  q u a lit y  a n d  s e e d  
p ro d u c t io n . 

C h a ra c te r is t ic s : R u s t ic it y , B N I , 
t o le ra n t  t o  lo w  fe rt ilit y  a n d  a c id  
s o ils  a n d  w a t e r lo g g in g .

Ta rg e t  Tra it s : N u t r it io n a l 
q u a lit y , e s t a b lis h m e n t , a b io t ic  
s t re s s , a n d  s e e d  p ro d u c t io n . 

C h a ra c te r is t ic s : h ig h  fo ra g e  
q u a lit y  a n d  b io m a s s  p ro d u c t io n .  

Ta rg e t  Tra it s : A b io t ic  s t re s s  
t o le ra n c e .

Three main forage crops for the tropical world



Research in water logging tolerance
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aerenchyma



BRIEF HISTORY IN AMERICA
CERRADO - BRAZIL

Animal per ha-1 26

ADG g d-1 777



BRIEF HISTORY IN AMERICA
LLANOS - COLOMBIA

Stocking rate ADG Grazing system

Cows
ha-1

Mulato II Grazing Resting
kg d-1 Days 

5 0.921 1 - 2 35 - 40



Cultivar Milk production
kg caw-1 d-1

Mulato II 15.3
Marandu 14.3
Piatã 4.7
Xaraes 3.6
Piatã 8.1



Urochloa hybrid cv. Camello, have demonstrated 
high carbon accumulation in deeper soil depth 

Mean carbon stock (t ha-1) along soil depth levels and genotype 
A) Mean carbon stock overall visualization



Priority target areas

Production areas 
in Latin America

190 Mha
Total pasture area only in Brazil

120 Mha
Planted pastures

8 Mha
Are renewed each year

U$D 600M
Seed market value in Brazil

Market area 
preferences

Latin America: The goal:  
maintain the nutritional 
quality of the U. ruzisiensis
and adaptation of U. 
decumbens while 
improving biotic 
resistances to Spittlebug 
and Rhizoctonia solani.
Asia: Cut and carry system.

Africa: *2M ha of Brachiaria
required. Based on actual amount 
of animals in 48 Sub-Saharan 
African countries. 
*800,000 – 1,800,000 smallholder 
dairy farms (1 to 3 cows), producing 
80% of the milk. 

*Cut and carry system. 



FUTURE

New hybrids of
Urochloa and 
Megathyrsus



Studies on pollen viability,
seed abscission and retention 

Urochloa, reproduces sexually, even so, it needs the pollen grain to form, to facilitate the polar 
nucleus of the embryo sac and produce the endosperm of the seeds.

Studies on pollen viability,
seed abscission and retention 

Urochloa, reproduces sexually, even so, it needs the pollen grain to form, to facilitate the polar 
nucleus of the embryo sac and produce the endosperm of the seeds.



Lolium perenneLeonurus sibiricus



Effect of harvest interval on seed losses

Soil loss in the Cerrado, due to  
sweep harvest system, 

are very high
10 - 12 t ha-1 year-1 














Espacio 
para título

Espacio destinado al cuerpo de texto. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Ut a viverra tortor, vel imperdiet leo. Duis sed metus mauris. Vestibulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus orci luctus et ultrices posuere cubilia Curae; Pellentesque sed dignissim lectus. Nullam est nibh, ornare et lacinia vel, venenatis eu ipsum. Nulla erat lectus, finibus eget pellentesque non, sollicitudin a massa. Morbi lobortis porttitor accumsan. Donec nibh magna, tempor quis vestibulum a, imperdiet non purus. Vivamus elementum eu lacus ac porta. Vestibulum ultrices turpis erat, ac posuere turpis accumsan quis.













www.grupopapalotla.com
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